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e 2 riters in "Divi 

ty (or at leaſt of thoſe 
; bat I Tie met with) ſeem to me 
a be guilty of one of theſe two Mi- 
Wakes; and ſome of both of them. 
Fir ſt, Alt that the) endeavour 
70 do is 10 prove the Truth of the 
LL otrimes © which they maintain, 
uit hunt clear iy and diſlinłily ſbeu 
« how — Bekef of them 15 


9 A2 mee 


PR FE FAC E. 
neceſſary to Salvation: 2 id, 2 
2 Many of them % more 


HMeigbi upon the Authority of the 
Fathers, Conncils, and ancient Li- 


zurgies, than what, I think, there 


1s ſufficient Ground, for. 


If God requires the Belief of a 
Dattrine, as neceſſary” to Salva- WF ®* 
tion; no Man, who is convinced i 
on” this, can poſſibly doubt but that 
WW te Docu the Bit it 1 


8 0 BY £4 ONT bes : +; I * N 5 * 72 bc 7 WT 7 2 3 3 3 
. 2 . * Ex . 3 = TS Wo 3 Vere 3 A 
8 * 


poſſible: that a Dine may be Y 


true, and yer the Belief of it ma) 9 
25 be neceſſary to Salvation. © 


Men of Capacity, no doubt, may 


| £2 allowed to debate even the bare 
Truth of Doctrines; provided that 


they do it with M odeſty and Hu- 

miliiy. But as for the Trath «fx 
#hoſe Dodctrines, the Belief of which | 
| is not as ese er to Salvation, the 9 


0 ent- 


: 


þ 2 2 


eneruluy of | Mankind are not 


capable” of rightly. apprehending 
and judging of the Arguments that 
Wore brought, on the one Side, and 
he other, whey ſuch Dodctrines are 


controverted. 


Great Card: e ought 1 7 


„ ways 70 be talen clearly to diſtin- 


P gui ſh the Things that are neceſſa- 


ry to Salvation from thoſe that are 


not fo ; that Men of ſmall Capa- 
ceny (7 who yet ought to take Care 
© of their Salvation) may learn 
© whatever is neceſſary for them ; 
= without amuſing themſelves with 
= Things that are not neceſſary, and 


of which they are not, it may be, 


C able, with the greateſt. Applica- 
: 2on, ta form a right Judgment. 


"The Being of God, the Creator 


10 all L Thing, with the Obligation 
A3 , that | 


#  # * 6 ” 


that Pa ane us, bis e Ge W Sa 
tures, 10 worſhip. and obey" him; 
and allo the Truth of the Chriſtian 5 
Religion, in the general, may be 
. FY and often have. been pro- 
ved by ſuch clear and condincing 
Arguments, as a Man even '0 of al 
ou Capacity may well apprehend: i 
Bu the Difficulty that lies upon 
ab a Man, is clearly ta find out m 
what is: neceſſary for his Salva- f 
tion; in the midſt of all the Di/- | 
putes Fa Controver/res about this 
Matter, which are maintained and 
[ kept up by the ſeveral contending 
Parties, who, all of them, cal 
rhemſelues. by che common Name 
of Ohriſtians 
Nothing is or can be ey 
UW to Salvation, but only what. God | 
| who 7 16 [the Author and Giver. of | Re 
| „ 
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— . $4238 wh 


Fl 


. Saly ation, has preſcribed. 10 bs 
performed on our: Part, as a Cons © 
dition of it: Into which there fore 
every Man, uiho would be _ 
Is concerned and obiiged with " 
3 lle Care he can, to enquire. wo Þ 
Je Divine Authority of al 4 
i choſe Books of Holy Scripture, 

E which Proteſtants call Canonical, 
may be proved, and often has been 
proved by very plain Argumente; 
and the. ae > Reception of 
em, among Chriſtians of all Ages 
and Places, ir an undeniable Proof 
that they give us a true Account * 
i the. Chriſtian Religion, 

And as for ihe Apocryphal 
Books which the Church of Rome 
| receives and owns as Part of the 
| Old Teſtament; It zs a /# ficient 

| Realm for our not ot allowing them to 
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i of Deine / Authority ber the 


Jews, unto whom were commit- 


ted the: Oracles of God, Nom. 
iii. 2. never rectived or owned 
then as ſuch; To ſay nothing now 


of the other. Arguments that are | 4 F 
brought againſt them. Or in caſe i; 


Wo we ſhould allow them ro be of Di- 
wo; Authority, wer in does not ap- 
Wo pear that they teach any thing to 
Es neceſlary to Salvation, different 
From what is taught in the Cano- I 


nien! Scri ptures. 


85 then all that God: requires 5 


as neceſſary to Salvation can Ml a 


plainly be . out and ſhewn 


from the Canonical Scriptures; t 


plainly follows, that. every ſincere 
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0 be; and for this purpoſe ſhall 
"Iu the Decrees of General Coun- 
WJ cils, the Wrimngs of the Fathers, 

or the ancient Liturgies of 
church, as the Conveyers of Tra- 
dition to us; Beſide the particular 
An ſivers that. mary be, and often 
babe been ten 70 "all theſo Allega- 


the 


tons, it is enough to tell him 5 
before fuch Proof as this is to be 


admitted, it muſt be clearly ſhewn 


and e out that theſe Counc ds, 
| Fathers, and Luurgies, are of no 


1, than Divine Authority; ſince _ 
none but God himſelf has Power to 


tions of Salvation. 


preſcribe the Terms and Condi- 
Aud if the 
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PREFACE, 

| Hub Scripture þ athly ahn Thi 
is all that God requires as neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation, and yet any 


more than this; ic not this 70 make 7 


God contradit H imſelf? 725 


5 * upon framing the follbwing 
ort, gun hope Ne Diſcont/e ; 


which, at firſt uus delivered as a i 


fit 10 all ſuch Readers as ſeriouſly 


De and put in in proflice, ba, 
, ll alen. Ae . RYE No- 
1 5 tions. I I's 11. 41 
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| Man ſhall tell me that He requires 3 JE 


Theſe Conſiderations. Bee pu. 


$ ee and is uow publ. bed, in 
hahe that it may be of ſome Bene. 


lool beyond this tranſitory World, 
and are mate deſtroms to know. their = => 
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. T will not de Ai in is ; 
* Entrance of this Diſcourſe 
to lay down ſome common 
3 Princii les, in Which all C. 

2 Þians unanimouf ly agree, and which 
: erer I need not ſtand to prove: 
Witho', if there were Occaſion, they 
ay be proved, and indeed often have 


Peen proved, by ſuch clear and ſolid 
Arguments as e abundantly ſuffici- 
Wit fully to convince every ber a nd | 


I. All 
2 


mee Man; 9 S513 77 


ys All 2 conliſts in Faith 
and Obedience. To believe whatever 
_aManis erſuaded that God requires pre 
him to believe, And to do or forbeat ro 
every thing according as he is per- 11 
ſuaded that God requires him to do 2 Me 
or forbear it, make up the Sum total mY ; 
of every Man's Religion. Ft, : 
TI! The: Chriſtian Religion, as it ] 0 
was delivered to the World b ol ] pot 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is 2 God i 
and has God for 1ts Author. 3 0 
III. A true Account of the Chiikiunff ; 
Religion i is given in the Holy Scriptures nd 
of the Old and New Teſtament. The » 
Church of Rome indeed will not allow? 
It to be a full Account; for which Rea. ge 
ſon they add what they call Tradition to uv 
it; But whatever Account is given offf Pim: 
Chriſt or his Religion in the Holy Scri- 
ptures, the allow it to be trus: Which ; 
5 enough 1555 r my preſent Purpoſe 
IV. However difficult it may be to 
find out the true Meaning and full Im 
5 Pars of divers obſcure Paſſages, of Hol 
Scripture; yet very many Paſſages o 
1 are ſo, plain, as to leave no room 
18 doubt of ihe! true Sele of them. 


er Theſe four Things being briefly 
er. is 1 complain'd of, by ſober 
do Men of all Parties, that a great ma- 
tal ny very difficult Queſtions are inter- 
mixed with the Doctrines of Chriſtian 
it Religion: 80 many, as that it is im- 
ul poſſible for any Man to remember 
ole 


ehem all; and ſo difficult and intri- 
erte as to be beyond the Capacity of 
ian much the greater part of Men even to 
T HTS 
But there is one ſingle Queſtion, 
to which if a Man knows how to 
give a clear and full Anſwer, he will 
have very little Occaſion to trouble 
Ihimſelf about any other Queſtion or 
{Controverſy in Religion. The Que- 
ſtion which I mean is this, Nhat muſt 
is Man do to be ſure and certain of eternal 
Salvation? If a Man be well and fully 
informed of every thing which is ne- 
cellary for his Salvation, and takes 
ſufficient. Care to put it duly in pra- 
ctice; What poſſible Occaſion can he 
ave for any more Religion, or how 
indeed can any _ properly be _ 5 


by the Name of Relgion that is not 
1 0% zo Salvation? n M 
Now the various Ways that Chri- 
ſtians of different Parties have, of gi. 
ving an Anſwer to this moſt impor- Keep 
tant Queſtion, being ſtill a great Per-. 
plexity to the Minds of many well. is 
n Men, and the Occaſion off 
many Diviſions and Schiſms in then 
Church of Chriſt, The beſt and in- io 
deed the only Way for a Man to ar- 
rive at full Satisfaction herein, wil 
be to have Recourſe to Jeſus Chris 
Himſelf and his Apoſtles, whoſe Au- 
thority among all Chriſtians is unque- 
Rionable ; and to learn what is the 
Anſwer which they have given to it. 
And if we plainly find that they have « 
given a full and clear Account of all 
that is neceſſary to Salvation, What 
Man is there, who calls himſelf 4 
Chriſtian, that will dare to make any 
Alteration in, or Addition to what 
they have plainly declared and made 
known, touching this Matter? 
lo come home then to the Point; 
We find this very Queſtion put to 
our Bleſſed Saviour, in theſe Words, 
6 LO PE co ee 
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| e) what ſhall do to inherit eternal li ifs ? 
He [aid unto him, what is written in the 


bill 
Au- 
que- 
the 
© it. 
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Fal 
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11. xix. 16. What good thing ſhall I 


hich” our Saviour returns this An- 


eep the Commandments. The ſame Que- 
tion, with our Saviour's Anſwer to it, 
ſis recorded by St. Mark, chap. x. V. 16, 
7. And 2 5 St. Lule, chap. xViii. V. 
$17; G Again upon another Occa- 
non, 4 certain Lawyer, to make. a Try- 
Wal of our'B Blelſed Saviour, puts the 
ame Queſtion to him; Maſter (ſays 


lad? How readeſt thou? And he an- 
Hering ſaid; Thou ſhalt love the Lord 


and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour 


as thyſelf.” And he ſaid unte him, thou | 


56 anſwered 'right ; ' this a0 and thou 
ſbalt live, Luke ene 
Thus Wwe have our Bleſſed Saviour 5 


Anſwer to this great Queſtion » Let 
us hear 2 — Nuk. the Apoſtles uy to 


it. 
A i ii. 58575 f "The People ſaid unto 
with and to the rep W "the OP; yow 


do that J may have eternal life *\ To 


wer, V. 17. F hon wilt enter into life 


i God, with" all thy heart, and with 
all th y ſoul, and with all thy firength, th, 


nes nar” Le r 2 . SC 


Meaning undoubtedly was to know 
what they were to do, in order to 
their Salvation. Then Peter ſaid unto 
No them, Repent and be ba 126d ever) one 
of hon in the name of feſus Chriſt, for 
the remiſſion of ſims. | Tho? this Anſwer 
is expreſſed in other Words; yet in Wh 
reality it is the very ſame that our Wl 
Saviour (as we have heard) had be- iz; 
fore given to the like Queſtion ; Re. 
pentance being nothing but the turn- 
ing away from Sin, to: keep the Com 
mandments of God; and it being one 
ol the Commandments, which God had 

then given by Jeſus Chriſt, that Men 
ſhould be baptized in bis name, Matt. 


W 
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„„ os et MN at 
_ FAfts xvi. 30. we again find this | th 
ſame Queſtion to have been put to fu 
St. Paul and his Companion Silas, by or 
the keeper of the priſon who had them 
in Cultody.: Sirs. (ſaid he) what mt 
Ido to be ſaved? To which their An- 
{wer was, Believe on the Lord. Jeſus 
Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and th) 
_ bouſe ; that is to: ſay, as many of thy 
Houſe as ſhall believe. Now that this 


Anſwer alſo is exactly agreeable to 
Whoſe. which I have already mention- 
ad will eaſily appear if we conſider, 
What to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ont WMmoſt certainly includes the receiving 
and owning the Doctrine which he 
Wtaught ; the fundamental Principle of 
which was, That 20 keep the Command- 
ments of God is the only way to Salva- 
tion, and that one of theſe Command 
= ments is, That we {ſhould believe on the 
name of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt ; as St. John 

S exprel(sly\tells us, 1 John iii. 23. 
Altho' theſe Anſwers, as I have 
thus nakedly ſet them down, may 
appear to be ſufficiently plain to eve- 
ry honeſt Man, Who ſincerely aims 

at the Knowledge of his Duty; yet 
his BY that they may make, if poſſible, a 
to BE fuller and clearer Impreſſion upon 
by our Minds, it will not be amiſs to 
em add a few other remarkable Paſſages 
t of Holy Scripture to them, wherein 
in- God is pleaſed to point out the Sum 
sand Subſtance of all that he requires 
from Men; and conſequently all that 
hy is neceſſary. to our — Salvation: 
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Den. x. 12. Moſes thus ſpeaks unto 
| the 


thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 10 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, 


Let us hear the Concluſion of the 
whole matter : Fear God and keep his 
Commandments; For this is the whole 
duty of man ; ſays Solomon," Eccleſ. xii. 
I be Prophet Jaiah having expoſtu- 
mw lated with the People of [7ael for their 
great Wickedneſs, and in a particular 
manner for their Hypocriſy in per- 
forming the outward ceremonial part 
of Religion, when at the ſame time 
they were moſt corrupt and immoral 
In their Lives; at laſt comes to ſhew 
them what they muſt 'do, in order to 
a full Reconciliation with Almighty 
= God, whom they had moſt grievouſſy 
us offended.  H/aſbiye (ſays God by the 
Mouth of that Prophet) nale you 
ff . er, 


- + 


| what doth. the Lord thy God-require of Ws 


55 


and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all (iow 
thy heart, and with all thy foul, to keep HD 
the commandments of the Lard, and his lite c 
ſtatutes, which I command thee this day i 


pn "away the evil of wr tins os 

| before eyes, ceaſe to do eu, 
1A 5 to 4% well, 2 dg ment, relieve 
reſſed, judge thy fatherleſs, plead 


15 i for the widow. After which it fol- 
mn ſows, Tho your ſins be as ſtarlet, they 
2 hal be as white as ſnow ; 150 4 the 12 red 
15 m rim => they f all be as woo Iſaiah 


I. 16, 
be Prophet Micah puts this Que- 

ſtion of a Man who appears deſirous 
to pleaſe God: Wherewithal ſhall I 
come before the Lord, and bow m yelf 
Jer the high God? &c. To which 
Ihe gives this Anſwer ; He hath ſbewed 
8 thee, O man, what is good ; and what 
mY the Lord require of thee, but to do 
ieh, and to love mercy, and to walk 
8 humbly with thy God? Micah vi. 6, Oc. 
Gol is no reſpecter of perſons : But in eve- 
| fy nation he that fare him and work- 
eh righteouſneſs, is accepted with him, 
ſſays St. Peter, Ads x N 
The grace of God that bringeth Jabs 
ty nin hath appeared to all Men; yer 
ly Wis that, Aw ing ungodlineſs and worldly 
he Miſs; we ſhould live ſoberly, 1 5 | 
ou b godly in 1 preſent world : 


— 


for that bleſſed hb e the rin 40 
pearing. of the g Na God, and our Savi- 
our Ae Chriſt: days St. Paul, Tit. i Th 
IT, Why 
Siuby other like Pagen of Holy 
Scripture might be added, if, in ſo 
plain a Caſe, it were neceſſary; but 
the main Tenor and Drift both of the | 4 
Old and New Teſtament, being ma- 
nifeſtly all to this very purpoſe, makes 
it altogether needleſs. And therefore 
from the whole I may upon very ſure | 
Grounds, lay down. this Concluſion, 
in anſwer to the Queſtion propoſed; 
That Jo believe in the Lord Feſus A 
| Chri and to keep the Commandments of 
Cod, is the ſure and only way 70 lan 75 
Salvation: 8 0 
The N eceſſi ty of. believing. in the 2 
| Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, in order to Salva- Mwi 
tion, is moſt expreſsly declared in the 
Holy Scriptures. Thus our Saviour | 
himſelf ſays, God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not pe. 
Lib, but have everlaſting. ife, & Jo 
ili. 16, 17, 18, 19. And again, V. 36. 
He that be lev on-the Son, hath, ever- 


r 
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, . And be that believeth not the 
an, ſhall not ſee life.; but the aral of 
8 9 en bom 9950 2 
Again, This is life eternal, that they 
- 157 know thee the only true God, and 
W7eſus Chrs iſt whom thou haſt ſent, Tohn : 
vii. 3. Neither is there ſalvation in 
an) other + For there is none other. name 
under heaven given among men, whereby 
ue muſe. be ſaved, as St. Peter tells us, 
Acts iv. 12. To which many more 
Texts —＋ be added, but that they 
Ware already fufficient! known to eve- 
ry one — is but a ittle den 
with the New Teſtament eftament 
= And:that it is in; like manner neceſ. 
15 ary that we keep the Contmandments of 
God is ſo expreſsly declared in the Paſ- 
= ſages which I have. already quoted, 
with many others that might be ad- 
ded, and ſo univerſally acknowledged 
Aby all Chriſtians, that I need ſay n 
more for the Proof of it. 
Before I proceed Artner in What 5 
; deſig,” there is one Difficulty, with 


32 - + 524 


the removing of which it will not be 
; ern to lay mihi 10 906 4 1 


vhich many ſeem to be — for 


WIG 11. bay 0 Reid to 'H 
: « 4 in Jeſus Chriſt, and to keep 
« the Commandments of God, be thus 
600 abſolutely neceſſary to eternal Sal. 
„vation; what ſhall become of thoſe 
„ ho, all their Life long, have been, 


* are, or ſhall be kept in invincible 1 
„ Ignorance of all, or almoſt all theſe WF 
1 „ things? It is impoſſible for a Man Wl 


to believe in Chu. 


him is to be founded. It is alſo 


14 impoſſible for him to keep the 


© Commandments of God, if he does 
c not ſo much as know what theſe 
Commandments are. And yet that 
Millions and Millions of People, in 

* all Ages of the World, have lived 7 


64 and died not only in the utter Ig- 
e norance of all theſe things, but 
4 without any way or means of co- 
6 ming to the Knowledge of them, 
_ *-4s'beyond-Diſpute: And that Mil- 
lions and Millions more are likely 
to continue to do the ſame, may 
«well be concluded from the preſent 
6 State of 9 upon the 198 2 
11 N the 
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2ſt, if he has never 
« heard of him, or of the Grounds or 
* # Reaſons upon which our Belief in 


XS 
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che Earth. Muſt all theſe poor 
souls then be eternally damned for 
„not believing and doing what, for 
„ want of Knowledge and even the 
Means of it, was abſolutely impoſ- 
g ſible for them to believe or do? 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do 
abt? Gen. xvii 25. 99. 
Io all which it is very ſufficient to 
anſwer, in the Words of Moſes, That 
* ſecret things belong unto the Lord our 
in God: but thoſe things which are revealed 

belong to us and to our children for ever, 
Ded... 1020 31 v7 
Both Reaſon and Holy Scripture 
give us abundant Aſſurance that God 
is infinitely juſt and good; and there- 
fore that he will neither deal unjuſtly 
nor cruelly 1 If a Man 
has ſuſficient Knowledge, and will not 
act according to it; Or if he has the 
Means of Knowledge in his Power, 
and will not make uſe of them, he 
Juſtly deſerves to be puniſhed; and 
ely whatever Puniſhment he undergoes 
for his Obſtinacy or groſs Neglect, he 
brings it on himſelf; and therefore 
has none but himſelf to blame for it. 
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b repentance, Rom. ii. 4. But how he 


And yet what Allowance God wil 
make, even in ſome of theſe Caſes, 
for the Weakneſs and Frailty of Man, FP" 
here the Temptat ions are veryſtrong 
or ſudden, is more than we know: 
Only in general Terms, he has told us, 
that lie us 4 father ri his children ; 
ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear hin. 
For he knowtth our frame, he remembreth | 
that ue are duſt, Pal. ciii. 13, 14. 
Which goodweſs of God, inftead of ma.. 
king us preſumptuous, onght to lead u 


Will deal with thoſe who are invinci- 
bly (and therefore inculpably) igno- WE 
rant is a Secret, which he has reſerved | 
to himſelf; for which Reaſon it would 
be a vain Preſumption in us to en- 
quire into it. There is fcarce any 
Man, even among the Heathens, ſo 
ignorant or ſtupid, as not to carry 
ſome Light of Religion in his own 
Reaſon and Conſcience. How far 
this Light ſbews the work! of the law 

_ apritten in his heart, (As the Apoſile 
expreſſes it, Rom. ii. 15.) can be known 
only to God, who is the ſearcher of 
hearts ; nor has God, upon this 8 
- or %%% 14, /18 


W wache any y ching more known to 
us, but only that as _—_ as have ſm- 
el without law, ſhall alſo periſh with- 
E 7 put law : and as many as have ſinned in 
I he law, ſhall be judged by the law, Rom. 
Wi. 12. God will not judge an Man 
ya Law which he never knew, nor 
Had any way to come to the Know- 
edge of: But ſuch Men ſhall be judged 
x Wy their own Conſciences; nor is it to 
We doubted but that God will paſs a 
_ Fighteous Sentence on them; but What 


3 


1 
he that Sentence will be, either, in the 
cl. Neeneral, with reſpect to them all, or 


in particular with reſpect to any one 
Man, is never to be known to any 
but God, until the great Day of the 
Lord ſhall diſcover it. 

When St. Peter, like other Men, 
vas deſirous to have his Curioſity gra- 
Wtified; and in order thereunto, put a 


know what ſhould befal the Apoſtle 
L Pt. John, our Saviour, inſtead of com- 
lying with ſuch a fruitleſs Requeſt, 
gives him a gentle Rebuke, hat is 
3 to thee, (keys he) follow thou me, 
Jo hn xxi. 22. 0 like manner, if a 


WC ueſtion to our Bleſſed Saviour, to 


Man 
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ſhall become of the Heathens, or Others 5 


„e thankful for the Means of Salva. 


but do not pr etend to intermeddl: = 
« with Matters which belong unto 
„ God alone, and wherein thou haſt 
« nothing to do. 2 


Man ſhall. be ;nquiſitiye, to * in 
what State the ancient Patriarchs and 
others are, who had but an imperfed il 
Knowledge: of Chriſt, before his Co- 
ming into the World; or what is or 


who. never had, or are like to have fy 
any Know ledge at all of Chrift, and 
but very little or none of God's Com- 
mandments ; the like Anſwer, may bel 
given to him: © What is all this toi 
* thee? Or how art thou concer- 
“ed in it? Follow thou Chriſt; be 


ay 


« tion which he hath afforded thee £ 
« and make the right Uſe of them: 4 


Setting therefore this 1 : 
"th aſide, as altogether uſeleſs andM 
impertinent to us; there are two -i 
ther Things which are here neceſſary 
to be inquired into, in order to our 
better under ſtanding He Way of Sax 
vation. 2 py 


Biß 
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in ye, What are the particular Things 
a comprehended under this general Ex- 
A premon of believing in the Lord Jeſus 
0- 8 Chriſt? Or in other Words, What are 
or the ſeveral Particulars which the Holy 
ers Scripture propoſes to be believed con- 
W cerning Chriſt, in order to our being 
aved through hin? 148 
= Secondly, What are thoſe Command- 
ments of God, which for the ſame 
[0 purpoſe, we are obliged to keep? _ 
= Er/ithen, What are the ſeveral Par- 
@ ticulars which the Holy Scripture pro- 
poſes to be believed concerning Chriſt, 
in order to our being ſaved through 
And here I may well lay down this 
as a fundamental Rule, That whatever 
God has made known concerning Jeſus 
. [E Chrift, we are bound to believe the ſame, 
in. as far as we can by our reaſonable Dili- 
and gence attain to the Knowledge of it. It 
„ss very poſſible indeed that one Man 
lar may have much more Knowledge of 
ou theſe Things than another (for want, 
Sab either of Capacity or due Informa- 
tion) is able to arrive to. But that 
every Man is bound to make an ho- 
N 3 8 7 I Ws 2 8 ; neſt 
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I call this the chief and principal thin 


e that I am? Simon. Peter anſwered 


. ſaid unto him, Bleſſed art thou Simon 


neſt and ſincere Enquiry into what God 7 
has made known concerning them, and 
to believe whatever he finds that God 
| has made known, is what I am ſure no 
Chriftian will deny, and therefore I 
need not offer any Proof for it. in 
In the firſt place then, The chief this? 
and principal Thing that God has 
made known to us of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
which for that Reaſon we are bound 
to believe, is that He is the Son of God. 


203 rang 


to be believed of him, becauſe I find it 
ſo to be repreſented in the Holy Scri- 
pture. Thus when our Saviour put 
this Quſtion to his Apoſtles, hon 


aud ſaid, Thon art Chriſt, the ſon. of the 
living God. And Jeſus "anſwered and 


Bar-jona.: For fleſh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my father <whidh 
is in heaven, Matth. xvi. 15, 16, 17. 
And the like Profeſſion of Faith St. 
Peter makes upon another Occaſion: 
Thou haſt the words. of eternal life, and 
we believe and are ſure that thou art the 
Chriſt, the ſimof the living Cad, Jobs vi 
„ ˙àia 


n xi. 25. G Bleſſed vious 
5 Rays of himſelf unto Mariha, I am the 
Fe and the life: He that believeth 
n me, though he were dead yet ſhall he 
ive: and whoſoever liweth and believeth 
n me, ſball never die. Believeſt thou 
his? She ſaith unto him, Tea, Lord: 


3 | believe that thou art the Chrift, the 
d n of God, which Peg come into the 
d world. 


1 When the Based upon the Inftru- 
[Aion which he had received from 
wt, hs eſſed a Deſire to be bapti- 
ze : Phy faid, If thou believeſt with 
ut Fi thine ors thou 7 And he an- 


n ſered and ſaid, 1 believe that Feſns - 
od Chriſt is the ſon of God. Upon which 
hProfeſſion of his Faith, Philip imme- 
d diately baptized him, and thereby re- 
101 ceived him as a Member of the Church 
wot of Chriſt; as we read, Acts viii. 65 
ich 37% 28. 

17. When St. Pal ad Bene miracu- 
St. boully converted to the Chriſtian Faith; 
n: {Wand from a Perſecutor of the Goſpel, A 
was, by Chriſt himſelf, made an A- 


poſtle — Preacher of i it; this was 
vi. ite principal and fundamental Do- 
e . | Arine 


AArine which he every where taught; 
das we are exprefsly told; Acts ix. 20. 8 1 
Krabi he preached Chriſt in th 
'* ſynagogues, that he is the ſon of God. 
N hoſoe ver ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the 
_ © fon of God; God dwelleth in him, and he ihe 
nin God, ſays St. John, 1 John iv. 15. v 
And again, Who is he that overcometh 
#he World, but he that believeth that Je. 
ſus is the ſon of God? chap. v. V. 1x. 
More than this needs not, I think, ¶ thu 
be faid to any one who acknowledges WM 
the Divine Authority of the Holy 
. Seriptures, to make it appear to him, 
that the chief and principal Thing to 
be believed of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, 
VB, that He is the Son of God: But here 
there ariſes a Difficulty, which at firſt ÞM 
Was ſtarted by ſuch Men as were for Ne 
meaſur ing all Things by their own {MW - + 
, Underſtanding ; but, in proceſs of gr 
Time, has not a little perplexed others 
| alſo; and therefore ought to have a 
flair Anſwer given to it; which I ſhall 
_ endeavour to do, without intermed- 
dling with ſuch Cavils as miniſter gue- 
lions rather than god? edifying, which is 
m faith; To which ſort of Things 
„ 3 


Th the 


ae Apoſtle regte is we! gi bed, rr 
| fl The Way of firhy propoRng a Dif. 
e ir y propo ing a 
ficulty uu, Firſt to grant all that is 
lainly to be granted, and then to 
what more remains that yet 
wants to be cleared up. After which 
Manner, if a Man of Candor and In- 
genuity propoſes the Difficulty which 
T have told you here ariſes, he muſt 
| thus proceed: = 
ift, He mark grant that efus Chriſt | 
| moſt certainly 1s the Son of God, be- 
cauſe He is often, in a very remark- 
able Manner declared in Holy Scri- 
pture jos to be, as I have already ſhewn | 
ou. What remains therefore here 
5 5 explained; is only what is the, true 
Meaning of this Expreſſion. .. 15 
- Secondly, He muſt grant that ſach 
great and glorious Things are ſpoken 
of him, as cannot poſſibly agree to 
any meer Man, nor indeed to any one 
but God. T he Paſſages of Holy Scri- 
pture to this purpoſe are many and 
very well known : I ſhall ra men. 
tion two or N of them. 
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John i. 1. We thus read: In the be- 
| ginning was the Word, and the Mord 
Das with God; and the Word was God: 
| The ſame was in the. beginning with 
| God. All things were made by him, and 
without him was. not any thing made, 
| that was made. Tn him was life, and N xxx 
the life was the light of men, &c. Why I thi 
this Term, Word (or Logos, as it His 
is in the Original Greet) is made uſe 4 
© of, we need not here enquire. But j 
That all this is ſpoken of our Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt, is allowed on all hands, 
and moſt manifeſtly appears from Y. 14. 
Where St. John, continuing his Diſ- 
courſe, ſays, The Word was made Heſo 
2 . * = And = beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten 0 
15 ? +: 5a ful of grace and —4 Ri 4 J 
Col. ii. 3. The Apoſtle, ſpeaking of 
| Chriſt, ſays, that in him are hid all the 
tretaſures of wiſdom and moreledge: And 
V. 9. he ſays, that in him dwelleth all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead hodily; which 
is ſuch a Conjunction of the Divine 
and Human Nature in him, as never 
| was in any other Man. It was a pe- 
culiar Privilege which God vouch- 
Le „ ech 


EF (afed unto | his e Servant © Ahe, 
that whereas he made 3 known 
unto other f 0% % in viſions or dreams ; 


Sms 4 


12 N ul- Moſes he ſpoke mouth to 
; „ Numb. xii. 6, 7, 8. face to face, 
48 — = ſpeaketh unto his friend, Exod. 
g xxXV Iii. 11. But infinitely beyond all 
tr In Feſus Chriſt He has taken up 


„ 


E q the fulneſs of the G bead bodily (that 
is to ſay, ſubſtantially) ſays St. Paal. 
Hieb. i. 2. The Apoſtle tells us, that 
Fr hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken t0 us 
© by his Son, whom be hath appointed heir 
F all things; by whom alſo he made the 
8 worlds. Who being the brightneſs of his 
| glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
and upholding all things by the word 4 
4 . power, when he had by himſelf 2 
aur ſims, (at down on the right h 0 
| the Majeſty on high : Being made ſo muc 
better than the Angels, as He hath' by in- 
beritance obtained a more excellent name 
| than they. For unto which of the An- 
| gels [aid he, at any time, Thou art my 
| Son, this day have 1 begotten thee? And 
again, Iwill be to him a Father, and he 


His very Habitation; In him dweleth MM 


| Ak be tome @ Son? And again, * = 
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world, he ſaith, and let the Angels of 


he ſaith, who maketh his Angels ſpirits, 
and his Miniſters a flame of fre. But 


Purpoſe be added; but they are Mt © 
well known; that I need not now . I 
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he bringeth in the firſt begotten into 1 


God worſhip him. And of the Angel: 


unto the Son he ſaith; Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever, a ſceptre of right. 
ouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom, &c. 
Many other pregnant Paſſages of 
Holy Scripture might to the ſame {MF 


mention them: Thoſe which I have tisfa 


already alledged being very ſufficient ther 
to prove what I have ſaid, it muſt in lier. 
the Second place be granted, and in- Inc 
.. deed is generally allowed by all Chri- En 
ſtians, that ſuch great and glorious or 
Things are ſpoken of Chr ; | 1 as cannot lev 


poſſibly agree to any meer Man, no, E 
nor to any Angel, or Creature, how knee 
excellent ſoever, but only to God. unt 
Thirdly, It is alſo granted that You | wha 
Chriſt is the Son of God, not barely in es 
the ſame manner as good Men, and unte 


the bleſſed Angels are ſometimes alſo Sou 
called the Sons of God; but in a Man- Ma 


different 


Weifferent, from that wherein any other 
W Perſon. has this Appellation given ts 
Shim. But the Streſs of the Difficulty 
lies here, that we have no Conception 
Jof the Manner how God, who is an 
eternal, infinite, and immortal Spirit, 
could beget a Son; and how is it then 
poſſible for us to believe a Thing of 
[which we neither have, nor indeed 
je are capable of having any Conception 
2 5 Or Notion? | „ ei 
= To this it will be eaſy to give a ſa- 
e tisfactory Anſwer, by conſidering that 
i: there are many Things which we be- 
1 lieve and are fully perſuaded and con- 
1: 1 vinced of, although we are altogether 
1 ignorant of the Manner how they are, 
1 | or came to be, ſuch as we fully be- 
» lere them to be.. 
Every Man is by his own Experi- 

v ence fully convinced that his Soul is 
united to his Body: But how and in 
what Manner it is thus united, fo as 
in to give Lite, Senſation, and Motion 
d unto the Body, which without the 
o Soul would be but a dead Carcaſs, no 
n- Man is able to give an Account. 
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e 
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dk Neceſlity be convinced that there , ful 
is and muſt be an eternal firſt Cauſe of 
all Things which never had nor could Hand 
have a Beginning or Being. For if Wkher 
there had been but one ſingle Inſtant ter v 
in which nothing at all did exiſt, it Hand 
would be abſolutely impoſſible that ther 
any thing ſhould ever have exiſted, or {henſ 
been produced. And yet how, or af. 
= ter what Manner, it 1s poſlible that any ces t 
Thing ſhould be, or exiſt, without the 
any Beginning of its Being, is altoge- cri 
ther beyond the Reach of our finite WM the | 
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Every Man, who has any Religion, ¶ cult 
believes that God is preſent in all the hene 
Parts of the Univerſe, ſo as every Z ceiv 
Vbere to know all Things, and to be «ter 
able to do whatever is poſſible to be coul 
done. But how, and in what Alan. goo 
ner, he is thus Omnipreſent, Omniſci- W Chr 
ent, and Omnipotent, the greateſt W ſam 
Philoſopher is not able to concerve. our 
Io give but one Inſtance more, and dies 
that a very familiar one; A Man born is E 
blind, who never had the leaſt Glim- WW or 
mering of Light; by the Converſa- W Und 
199-1. tion 


«x: 
tion which he has Ss alter Men, 
& fully convinced that there 15 ſuch 4 
Penſe as Haht, whereby Men diſcover 
nd diſtinguiſh Things one from ano- 
K ther at a Diſtance. But how, and af- 
Wer what Manner, it is that Men ſee, 
and thus diſtinguiſh Objects, he nei- 
cher has nor can have the leaſt Appre- 
Whenfion,or Notion. _ 
= Let us now apply theſe 15 Inſtan- 
ces to the Matter in hand. We have 
the infallible Teſtimony of the Holy 
Scripture that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son, 
the begotten, the only begotten Son of 
God John i. 14, 18. The only Diffi- 
8 culty, in believing this, ariſes from 
hence, that we are not able to con- 
ceive the Manner how God, who is an 
eternal, infinite, and immortal Spirit, 
could beget a Son. But if this be a 
good Reaſon for not believing Jeſus 
| Chrift to be the Son of God; by the 
ſame Rule we mult not believe that 
our own Souls are united to our Bo- 
dies: We mult not believe that God 
is Eternal, Omnjpreſent, Omniſcient, 
or Omnipotent ; becauſe our weak WM 
| Underſtanding is not able to forma 
3 Notion 


2 SS - 
= 1 * 
— 
Ly ho 
n 
— On * . 
« * 22 CERT 
. > 
= RF... x 


Ip 3 


Notion of the Manner how theſe Ml 


bours ſay to him, muſt never believe 


Light, or Colours; becauſe it is im- 


28 


upon 
ſcien 


Things are ſo: And a blind Man, BW” 7; 


that there is any ſuch thing as Sight, 


poſſible for him, without the proper : 
Faculty, to conceive any Notion of 


any Effect; becauſe the wiſeſt of Men 
are not able to give a clear Account 
of the Manner how Cauſes operate. 
So that at laſt we muſt come to be- 
„ 7 not 
God requires no Impoſſibility from 
us; and therefore does not expect that 
wie ſhould believe more of any thing, 
than what He hath given us both the 
Capacity and Means of informing our 
ſelves, and coming to the Knowledge 
of: But to refuſe to believe any thing 
that He has ſo expreſsly declared in 
huis holy Word, only becauſe we do 
| not underſtand the Manner how it is, 
or comes to be, is plaialy to ſet our 
own weak and dim, ſighted Wiſdom, 
5 V upon 
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them. Indeed, at this Rate, we muſt | 
not believe that any Cauſe produces 


upon a level with lis Divine Omni— 
T.. m Ht .25 zormo0 
Mie know the Things of God but 25 
part; we propheſy of them but in part; 
ve ſee them through a glaſs darkly, or 
ina riddle (as it is in the Original, and 
Margin of our Bibles) 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 11 
Ve walk by faith not by ſight, 2 Cor. v. 7. 
And faith is the evidence of things. not 
: ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. He therefore who * 
believes all thoſe great and glorious 
Things, | that God has in his holy 
Word moſt plainly declared of %s 
8 Chriſt, and particularly that He is he 
only begotten Son of God; and in Conſe- 
quence of this Belief, Honoureti the Son, 
4 he honoureth the Father, as our Savi- 
our expreſsly tells us we are to do, 
John v. 23. his Faith, in this Point, 
is very ſufficient, becauſe he believes 
all of it that God has thought fit to 
make known to us: And as for the 
Manner how theſe Things are or come 
ſo to be, which God has not thought 
fit to reveal; he muſt be content to 
be ignorant of it, until he comes to 
| ſee God face to face, 1 Cor. xiii. 12 
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And thus 1 have given ſuch an Ac. 
count, as the Holy Scripture gives of 
the chief and principal Thing which 
God has made known to be believed 
by us of Jeſus Chrift; which is that 


* 
4 


Ihe Things, which I here point at, I glo! 
are ſo very plainly ſet forth in Scrip- 1 
ture, that he who runs may read then tau 

(as the Prophet ſpeaks, ' Hab. ii. 2.) WW un 


| *knownand believed by all Chriſtians. 
- - » Thus then we are moſt plainly 
taught in Holy Scripture; and it 1 

_ . accordingly acknowledged and belic- 
ved by thoſe who receive and pro- 


9 


He is the Son of God in a Manner pe- | T 


: 


\ culiar to himſelf, although to us un- the! 


Other Things there are which God Hof h 


Chriſt, which therefore we onght to Abr 


enquire into and believe, it being our 1 
Duty to grow in the knowledge of our Life 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 pet. ofs 


ili. 18. and not only to add to'onr faith 1 


virtue, but alſo to our virtue knowledge, N whi 


and therefore I need only to mention 
them; becauſe they are generally 
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0 1 158 We 801 0 — heakine be, 
Jand took our Nature upon him; 
That, by the powerful Operation of 
þ the Holy Ghoſt, 'He was conceived in 
10 N of a pure Virgin, and born 
4 of 8 
1 hat he Was of the Lineage of holy 
s Abraham and David; 
= That he led a moſt pure and holy 
- 15 without the leaſt Pot. or Stain 
0 Sin; 1 — Mb. Cad he 
| That He was the Cbriſt, or Me of ab, 
| whom God had long before Faroe 
to {end into the World for great and 
| 2 Purpoſes; . 
We 5 all the Boctrine, which he 
ught, was from God, and therefore 
edel —_—— 
: ak all the Commands ind? pre- 
cepts, which he gave out, were alſo 
from God, and t herefore to be obey-" 
3 tit gr. he See of the 
Truth of his Doctrine, and the . 
| Precepts, he wrought 
F · 


many Miracles, hich 3 not hon 6. 

been performed but by the extraord T 
nary Power of God; ; 
That he was, unjuſtly erucified and 
put to Death, his yout being ſepars W 

ted from his ody; &. ; 
That his, Body was buried, and 1 
cContiaued in the State of Death until 
the third Day; mo 
That upon the third Day he roſt Co 
again to Life; Of which his Apoſtls | 
and Diſciples are faithful Witneſſes; f 
Luhat at the End of forty; Days, be the 
Was viſibly taken up into Heaven; | Lo! 
That he fits at the Right Hand of WW the 
the Majeſty of God, and has all Power us; 


in Heaven and Earth; 1 
That before his Death, he coed Di 
and commanded. that all, who ſhould to. 
belicve on him, ſhould eat of that the 
Bread, and drink of that Cup, which Gh 
he appointed, in Remembrance of his is 
Death and Paſſion; IR to 
That, before his N ben, he gare fed 
Power and Commandment to his A- th: 
og to teach his Doctrine and pub- W anc 
5 iſh his Precepts unto all Nations, and the 


to d all 


7 him into- » his ap, Sar by apt iſm, in 
= the Name of the Father, ARA the San, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. For, w ich Rea- 

8 ſon his Church is truly Catholick, as - 
I Univerſal; becauſe all Nations of the 
World are equally. admitted into it; 
That, in the Communion of his 
2 holy Church, Forgiveneſs. of Sins is 
mo certainly to be had, upon the 


Conditions of Faith and Repentance: 2 
His Death and Paſſion being a Sacri- W 
fice and Propitiation for the Sins of 
the World; and he being not only our 
Lord, but alſo our. High- Prieſt, and - 
the one Mediator: between God and 


us; 
: That, to enable his 3 and 
1 Diſciples to publiſh thoſe glad Tidings 
to the World, and bring Men over to 
the Belief of them, he ſent the Holy 
1 Ghoſt, the bleſſed Spirit of God, bh 
is one with the Father and the Som 
to inſpire, and endow them with per- 
fect Knowledge, and every other Gift 
| that was neceſſary. for this Purpoſe, 
and to aſſiſt every faithful Chriſtian ia 
the way of ie to the Eng: of 
the Wok; 1 RT 


oy _ La 1 That *Y Il appointed 
to be the dee” of all Men; before 
whoſe Jedfment-ſeat we muſt every 
one of us ffand at the laſt great Day, 
to receive Sentence, either for eternal 
Happineſs or everlaſting Puniſhment, 
according as 'we- have performed or 
neglected our Duty. In order to Which 
Judgment, the Bodies of all, who then 
Thall have died, will be railed up and 


rei united to their Souls, and a Change 


Will be made in all thoſe who then 
5 uy be found alive. NR 
Theſe are the baritaliy 'T "I 
CC mprehended under this/general Ex- 
reſſion of believing in the Lord eſis 
Chr, in order to our Salvation; and 
they are all of them ſo plainly taught 
in the Holy Scriptures, and ſo una- 
nimouſly believed in all Chriſtian 
Churches, that tis hard to conceive 
How any Man can be i ignorant of them 
or any of them, except it be for want 
N Enquiry or Attention: Or if any 
Man, through the Want of Capacity 
r daa, is not ſufficiently i in- 
about them; he muſt bè left 
wt; anſwer for himſelf at the great 
mA _ Judgment- 


There are many other particular 
Cireumſtances relating to the Birth, 

Life, Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcen- 
ſion of our bleſſed Saviour, and ma- 
; ny other Things ſaid and taught by 


and very profitable to be known, as 
far as a Man is capable of coming to 
| the Knowledge of them; of whicti 
| yet if a Man happens to be igno- 
@ cant,” his Salvation will not be there- 


, 
dy 


Judgment-Day. But if any Man ſhall 
© refuſe to believe them or any of them, 
becauſe he is not able to find out the 
particular Manner how they are or can 
be; the ſame Anſwer muft be given 
to him as T have already given to 
thoſe who, for the ſame Reaſon, enter- 
tain ſome Doubt about Jeſirs Chriſt's 

being the begotten Sou of God. Surely 
Socks Knowledge is infinitely greater 
than ours; and if He has plainly de- 
ſumption is it in us, poor Mortals, 
to refuſe tO believ . z becauſe we are 
not able to underſtand the Mamer of 


- * 


4 
# E 4 


m and his Apoſtles, which are very 


| plainly. ſet forth in Holy Scripture, 


: 
* 


by 


= mitted to them. 


4 ſeveral, Commandments of God, which, 


hs affected, except his Ignorance pro. g: 

ceeds from his on groſs Neglect or : 
_ :Careleſneſs: But in tlie ſeveral Thins | 5 
Which I have now recounted, the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
us all are nearly concerned; for which 

Reaſon they ought to be known and 5 
believed by every Chriſtian, and dili- 
gently taught and inculcated by all 
-Juch- as have the Care of Souls tom 5 


And thus I have ſhewn: what are 
the ſeveral Particulars. which we are 
bound to believe concerning Chriſ, 
in order to our being ſaved through 
Him; which was the firſt 90586955 
PE poſed. - : 5115 VII 


H The other Queſtion, which, remains 
to be anſwered, is this; What are the 


or the ſame. Purpoſe, ue are oblig ed to 
Ls 7. or which 15 a Thing ſo very 
Well Known, a ſhort Anſwer, provi 
, ded it be plain, will, [ think, be {uf 
cient. 
All. the Commatidments; which God 
"has given unto Men, have been, and 
b Mut of N ty en be _ 
= yo | 1 ITIt, 


03) 


Irin, Moral; or Secondly, "Pofttive | 
Commandments; as we uſually diſtin⸗ 
Jon them. | 

Moral Commandments we mean 
: Li uch as require Things that are 
; good in themſelves, and in their Na- 
ture; the Goodneſs of which every 
W ſober Man's Reaſon is ſufficient to 
convince him of. Thus the Com- 
mandments which God has given, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, 
that we ſhould love, fear, ſerve, and 
E worſhip him, and not give religious 
W Worſhip to any other; that we ſhould 
love our Neighbours as ourſelves, 
; and do unto all Men as we would 
they ſhould do unto us; and that we 


co 
89 
. 


ins W ſhould be ſober, chaſte, and tempe- 
the i rate, and carefully abſtain from every 
5 | ation and Deſire that is any way 


q contrary to whatever God has thus 
Jenjoined: All this ſort of Command- 
wents (I ſay) we call Moral Command- 
if. ments; becauſe the Goodneſs of them 
is moſt manifeſt to every one who - 


00 will but ſoberly think of them. And 
aud chat all theſe Moral Commandments are 


0 of * Obligation to all Chri- 
W : ſtians, 


J 
$ 


ſtians, and indeed to all Men that Wi 

Were; are, or ever ſhall be, is ſo ma. WF 
nifeſtly declared throughout the Holy 
Scriptures, and fo univerſally acknow. 
here offer any thing for the Proof of Me 


It. W IFC 3 SO 4 
G Beſide ſuch Things as theſe, which 
gare naturally and eternally good, and WF 
to every Man's ſober [Reaſon appear 
* foto be, God was formerly pleaſed to 
command other Things alſo, which I 
had no other Goodneſs in them, but 
only that God had commanded them; 
and ſuch Commandments as theſe we 
call Poſitzve Commandments or Iuſtitu. 
tions. Thus he commanded our firſt 
Parents that they ſhould not eat of 
the Fruit of one particular Tree in 
the Garden of Eden. Thus when he 
had given full Liberty to Mankind to 
eat the Fleſh of every other living 
Creature, for their Suſtenance; yet 
be commanded them not to eat the 
Blood of any ſuch Creature, Gen. ix. 4 
Which Command we find ſeveral times 
repeated in the Law of Moſes : Thus 
he commanded Abraham that Ven mas 


* 
* * 


8 


Male or Man-child of his Family and 
All his Poſterity ſhould be circuniciſed, 

Gen. xvii. 10. Thus he gave ſeveral 
l Commands unto the People of Hrael, 
{concerning Sacrifices, Oblations, Pu- 
Wrifications, and the Obſervation of 
Neertain Days or Times: And (to o- 
mit all other particular Inſtances) al- 
chough it is a Moral Duty, that ſome - 
proper Time ſhould be ſet apart for the 
publick Worſhip and Service of God; 
yet that this ſhould be the ſeventh Day 
Jof the Week, rather than the firſt, or 


4 


t 


5 
3, 
* 
iT 
= 


ſecond, or any other Day of it, was 
only a poſitive Commandment. 
{ Now that all theſe poſitive Command- 
nents contained in the Old Law, and 
: among the m, that of the ſeventh-day- 
Jabbalh, as far as it is a poſitrve Com- 
pnand, were by the Goſpel of Chrift 
jutterly abrogated and laid aſide, and 
that no port of that Law was to be 
retained but what is purely moral, is 
ſo very plain, both from the whole 
Deſign of the New Teſtament, and 
many well known particular Paſſages 


, it. 


. Chriſtians, that 1 — not ſtand now iſ 
to give any more er Proof of 


But although all the old poſ tive 


9 which God formerly gave 7 . 


to his choſen People, are aboliſhed 


and done away by Jeſus Chriſt, yet ; 8 


there were four - poſitive Commands, 
which he thought fit to leave with . 


his Apoſtles, for ever to be obſerved IM 0 
in his n to the End of the = 


C World. 


Arſt, That al Perſons; ho. are e 


received into his Church, "ſhould be 


1 baptized in the Name 0 the Father, and N Ch 


of the Son, and of the Holy 2 Mat: 
Se 19. | 
=.» Secondly, That all, who: roſeſs the 
; Chriſtian Faith, ſhould/ often ea: of 
that Bread, and drink of that Cup, which 
he appointed to be eaten and drunk 
in remembrance of him, and to ſhew forth 
his death until he come, Matt. xxvi. 26 

ng 1 Cor. xi. 23, . fr 
_ Thirdly, That the Firſt Day ; in eve. 
4 ry Week (being the Day on which 
he aroſe from the ney ſhould in 2 
0 parti 


particular Manner be ſet apart for the 
Service of God, and the holy Aſſem- 
blies for his Worſhip: Which has 
all along been done in the Chriſtian 
Church from the very time of his 
Reſurrection, John xx. 26. Acis xx. 7. 
I r. xvi. 2. For which Reaſon the 
Day has all along been called he 
Lords Day, Rev. i. 10. as being par- 
ticularly appointed by him. 
8  Fourthly, That (to avoid Confuſion, 
I Cor. xiv. 23.) every Man ſhould not 
be at liberty to take upon himſelf the 
performance of Holy Offices in the 
Church; but that there ſhould every 
where be ſettled Paſtors and Teach- 
ers, whoſe proper Buſineſs it ſhould 
be to inſtruct the People, and ſo to 
regulate all the Circumſtances of re- 
ligious Performances among them, as 
| that, all things be done to edifying, 1 Cor. 
AIV. 26. and decently and in order, V. 40. 
For this Purpoſe our Saviour ſent his 
Apoſtles, Tow, 21. as Laborers in 
God's Harveſt,” Matt. ix. 38. And. 
they, by virtue of the Authority which 
| they had received from him, -where- KB 
F ever :; 


ever they planted the Goſpel, not on 
. — all theſe T — 17 — 
as we find St. Paul expreſsly to have 
done, 1 Cor. xiv. but alſo appointed o- 
thers to do the ſame; and for this Pur. 
poſe ordained Elders in euery Church, Acts 
xiv. 23. Tit. i. 5. giving Command. 
ment to the People to obey them whi 
their ſouls, Heb. xiii. 17. and requiring 
that ſuch Teachers ſhould alway be 
continued in the Church. The things 
that thou haſt heard from me, among 
many witneſſes, the ſame commit thou 10 
faithful men, who ſhall' be able ic teach 
others alſo,” ſays St. Paul to Timothy, 
2 Tim. ii. 2. Although none of theſe 
Teachers or Rulers were to be lords 
over God's heritage, 1 Pet. v. 3. or to 
have dominion over the faith of Chriſt: 
ant, 2 Cor. i. 24. but only to feed the 
Hoch of God, and take the overſight ther. 
And thus I have given a plain and 
full, though brief, Account of the 
Anſwer which our Bleſſed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles have made to this 
199 "A ; important 


7 +4 


Inportant, and only 

tion in Religion, V 

We ſaved? w ich | is, that 20 believe in 
= Lon 12 Se J "hs to keep the 


e and 


5 170 b — All the nol Commandments 2 
Lof God are of perpetual Obligation: 
The poſitive Commandments, which he 
% chought fit to give to his People be- 
bote the Coming of Chrift, are all a- 
boliſhed: And there are four and but 
0 our poſitive Commandments given by 
„him to the Chriſtian Church. 
If any Man ſhall here ask, whit | 
„ Ne are then to think of that Multi- 
„ {ride of Dodtrines, both ſpeculative _ 
[and practical, which by many have 
been mixed and blended with Reli- 
ion; and about which learned Men 
by have ſo long and earneſtly diſput. 


and writ ſo many Volumes, that they ' 
is e not to be numbred, and much leſs 
nt | & to 


2 


to be read; I ſhall give him a very 
Mort but plain Anſ wert. 
= Br, If any Doctrine appears to be 
falſe, and manifeſtly contrary to plain it. 
Reaſon, or Holy Scripture, or both, - 
it is, without any more ado, to be re. to 
en ans Gr een 
Secondly, If any Doctrine be intri. 
cate and perplexed, and miniſters qui. 
ſtions rather than godly edifying which u 
5 Thirdly, If any Doctrine be uſeful þ: the 
and profitable, although not ſtrictly no 
neceſſary to Salvation; there is no the 
Doubt to be made, but that it may Pri 
be ſoberly debated by thoſe who are Af 
of Capacity. for it: Provided always {MW bu 
that it be done with Modeſty, Hu-. up 
mility, and Charity; and without af iſ 
 ſuming any dominion, over the faith f tb 
Chriſtians, 2 Cor. i. 14144. 


in 

th 

Fr | fre 

. Fourthly, No Doctrine is to be im- ef 
ne 

n. 

th 
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poſed either to be believed or put in 
Practice, as neceſſary to Salvation, be 
_ Hides what has been taught as 6 
W n 
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Je Chriſt or his Apoſtles. This is 


a_ Point of great Importance; and 
therefore I ſhall a little enlarge upon 


* 
% 
£ N 2 


When God had given his Law, un- 


to the People of Trae, he laid a ſtrict 


Injunction upon them that they hu 
not add to the word which he command- 


ed them, neither ſhould: they diminiſh ought 1 
from it, Deut. iv. 2. and x11. 32. % 
lomon alſo gives them fuch another Ml 


mecliately commanded ito And if no 
ſuch Addition to, or Alxeration in 
the Law of God given by Moſes, was 
allowed to be made by any Man or 
Men whatſoever; I think that by Pa- 
rity of Reaſon, the ſame Care ought 
fſtrictly to be taken with regard to 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. But there 
is ſomething farther yet to be ſaid 


touching this Matter. 


The Apoſtles of Chriſ, who were 


4 ſent and commiſſioned by him to 
preach the Goſpel; the Apoſtles (I 


_ fay) were faithful ſtewards of the my- 
þ 4 of God, Pk. iv. I, A 51 Good 
 Pewaras of the manifold grace of God, 
x Pet. iv. 10. They kept bach nothing 
that was profitable, Acts xx. 20. But 
| wherever they planted a Church, they 
declared unto them all the Roe of Cod, 

PVP. 27. That is to ſay, t ey fully 
taught them every thing that was 
neceſſary, or even profitable to their 


* 
9 - \ 


Salvation. 


But ſome falſe Teachers and Preach- 


ers there were, who ſoon began to 


wake Alterations, of their 6wn de- 
e eg, 


7 


18 3 * 24 


1 his . Sea = 2 great pro- 
greſs in the Church of Galatia. The 


Preachers of it had no Deſign of ut 
terky aboliſnhing, or wholly ſetting a+ 


fide the Goſpel of Cbriſt: But the f 
| endeavoured to add ſomething to it, M 
as neceſſary to Salvation, which Chriſs i 


or his Apoſtles had never taught ſo 
to be. And yet the Apoſtle St. Paul 
calls this another Goſpel." I marvel (lays 


de) that ye are ſo foon removed 7 — 

him that called hon into the grace of 
| Chriſe, unto another Goſpel Which is i 
not (indeed properly ſpeaking) ano. 


ther ; bur there be ſome that trouble you, 
md would pervert the goſpel of Grit = 
By another Goſpel then, it is br —_ 
means no more but the adding'iany if 
thing to the "Goſpel, as neceſſary»to 
Satoation, which had not been taught 
ſo to be either by Chriſt or his A- 


poſſes : And to put a ſtop to this 


and : 


TT” CNN ACCC Sz * „* „ <D 


| his Words may make the deeper Im- 


were in the Church, and of all the learned 


and all the like Practices and At. 
tempts, he adds theſe moſt remarkable 
Words: But though we, or an Ange! 
beauen, preach am other goſpel un. 

75 you, than that which we have preached 
unto you, let them be accurſed. And that 


preſſion,” he repeats the fame Thing 
. ain, 2b We der, ſo ſay I now 
gain, F any man preach another : goſpel 
” — ants you; than that ye have received, let 
him 6b aceurſed. As you may read the 
ae Frida © p 
Typo then, for the on, we ſhould 
ſuppoſe: that the. 5 F Tradition 
and all the General Councils, and others, 
t bat eve were in the World, and of al 
the Fathers and ancient Liturgies that ever 


Men that are or ever were upon the Face 
of: the Earth, and the Authority even of 
| an Angel from Heaven, could be brought 
2 e any one Thing. to be neceſſary 10 
ation, hich neither Chriſt nor his 


Apoſtles ever taught ſo to be; we ought 8 
A joe uo manner * Regard 3 10 it at {a 


A 


As St. Paul did, 


ſo: do T repeat eat the 


t- g AT _ ik 
le N again; Though for the pre- | 
4 fe he Terms and Conditions of our 
1 I Salvation are fixed by God, and have MW 
at faichfully and fully been made known bb 
n. by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; nor have 
no all the Men that are or ever were, 1 
» no nor all the Angels in Heaven, any 3 
2] Authority given to them, or any of 
chem, to make any Alteration in or 

he Addition to them: And whoever at- 
teempts ſo to do, let him well conſider 
bo he ſhall eſcape that dreadful Curſe 

n WM which St. Paul, in theſe Words of his, 

rs, that I have but now quoted, de- 

J © nounces againſt him. 

I Leet us hear the Concluſion of the 

-/ whole Matter: Fear God and keep his 

16 Commandments ; for this is the whole 


of duty of man. For God ſpall bring every 
„vort info judgment, with every ſecret 
i WM thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
. WM be evil, Eccleſ. xii. 13, 14% 
ht I Will me add one remarkable Paſ- 
it fſage of St. Paul, which I wiſh were 
deeply imprinted upon the Heart of 
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